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Source 1 - The proper heir to the throne was Arthur of Brittany. But John was in England and seized the Crown without much difficulty. John got hold of little Arthur and had him murdered. CRL Fletcher and R Kipling 1911

Source 2 - What a disgrace and a shame that the barons rebelled against King John and did not give him help in his lawful wars. 1571.

Source 3 - John had the administrative ability of a great ruler but he never got the chance to prove his skills. From the moment he began his rule, rivals and traitors tried to cheat him out of his inheritance. WL Warren. 1961.

Source 4 - We commit the Jews dwelling in your city to your charge; if anyone attempts to harm them always protect and assist them. (King John).

Source 5 - Scutage which had been levied eleven times between 1154 and 1199 was imposed eleven times in the sixteen years of John's reign. John Gillingham. 1975.

Source 6 - Then by a brilliant stroke John captured his supplanter... with incredible speed - he covered a distance of 80 miles in 48 hours - he descended on the Castle, relieved it and killed of captured the besiegers. This great success was the last on French soil until Edward III. Based on AJ Poole's 'Domesday Book to Magna Carta. 1954.

Source 7 - His punishments were cruel: the starvation of children, crushing of old men under the copes of lead. His court was a brothel where no woman was safe from the royal lust. He laughed at priests even during his coronation. Hell is spoiled by the fouler presence of King John. JR Green. 1875. 

Source 8 - In fact, John was a very poor king. He was useless at his most important job, managing the barons. John Gillingham. 1984 

Source 9 - King John faced three massive problems from the first day of his reign. John coped very well with these problems and had the political ability to appease the barons and church whilst limiting the damage done to the power of the monarch. This must be considered quite an achievement given the pressure upon him. 

Source 10 - A Medieval King was expected to secure the boundaries of his kingdom and ensure that the barons were kept under control. John managed to anger his barons on numerous occasions and faced a number of bloody rebellions. he also lost all of England's lands in France. As such he must be considered an abject failure. 
